STRES/ZC/ZENIE

Otfeksandr Koszyc (1875-1944) - dyrygent, kompozytor, etnolog, pi-
sarz-memuarysta — jest jednym z najwybitniejszych przedstawicieli tzw.
drugiej fali emigracji ukrainskiej do Kanady w dwudziestoleciu migdzy-
wojennym XX wieku, ktéra weszta do historii pod znakiem kultu krét-
kiego okresu ukrainskiej niepodleglosci (1918-1920).

Zespol muzyczny Koszyca jeszcze w Kijowie zyskal stawe po wy-
konaniu utworéw Artema Wedela, Dmytra Bortnianskiego, Hryhorija
Lomakina, Oleksandra Kastalskiego. Dzigki bliskim kontaktom z wy-
bitnym kompozytorem Mykola Lysenka (1842-1912) Koszyc zachwycit
sie utworami Josepha Haydna, Franza Schuberta, Roberta Schumanna,
Feliksa Mendelssohna Bartholdiego. W 1919 roku Koszyc zostal jednym
lektualnym wsparciem. W 1921 roku Kapela rozpadla si¢ na trzy zespo-
ty. Jeden z nich, na czele z Koszycem, wyjechat do Polski, gdzie zalozono
Ukrainski Chor Narodowy. W latach 1921-1926 Koszyc w charakterze
dyrygenta odbyl z nim tournée po Europie (Hiszpania, Francja, Belgia,
Niemcy), a takze obu Amerykach (w tym Brazylii, Argentynie, Urugwa-
ju, Meksyku i Kubie). Swiat muzyczny odkrywal piekno ukraifiskich
piesni i dzieki temu wzrosto zainteresowanie Ukraing. W Szwajcarii
maestro przezyl ol$nienie, czul si¢ ,wniebowziety”, poniewaz zdawat
sobie sprawe, ze to jemu przypadl w udziale zaszczyt pokazania $wia-
tu duszy zniewolonego narodu - jej uroku, potegi, prostoty, ale tez za-
gadkowosci. ,,A wszystko to tylko dzieki ludowym piesniom” — napisat
o wystepie zespotu francuski krytyk. Kréolowej Belgii takze spodobat si¢
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koncert (zespol wystepowal w Brukseli od 8 stycznia do 30 marca 1920
roku), jednak powiedziala, o czym czytamy w dzienniku: ,,Moja sympa-
tia jest calkowicie po stronie waszego narodu, [...] ale my, monarcho-
wie, jestesmy zakladnikami polityki...”

Notatki Koszyca z Brukseli, spisywane w tych dramatycznych cza-
sach, sa prawdziwym i jakze przenikliwym symbolem wolnosci stowa,
tesknoty za Europa i prawda. Z triumfalnego tournée Koszyc juz nie
wrocil na Ukraing pod rzadami radzieckimi. Od tamtej pory jego twor-
czo$¢, a nawet samo wspomnienie o niej, zostaly zakazane, zniestawio-
ne, zafalszowane. W 1922 roku Koszyc wyjezdza do Ameryki, gdzie
zyskuje jeszcze wiekszy rozglos niz w Europie. Oszalamiajace sukcesy
w Stanach Zjednoczonych, Argentynie, Urugwaju czy Brazylii nie znie-
checily Koszyca do doskonalenia swej sztuki, codziennej pracy, prob.
Wprost przeciwnie, nieustannie pracowal z zespolem, dazac do osig-
gniecia najwyzszego profesjonalizmu chérzystow. W latach 1923-1924
Koszyc i jego chor z wielkim powodzeniem koncertowali w Kanadzie,
Kubie, Meksyku, na Florydzie i w Kalifornii.

Do$¢ liczne egodokumenty - zaréwno opublikowane, jak i rekopi-
$mienne, odnalezione przez W. Sobol w archiwum malzenstwa Ofek-
sandra i Tetiany Koszycéw w Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Cen-
tre w Winnipeg - pokazuja warsztat pisarski Koszyca i jego ewolucje.
Sa niezbedne do rekonstrukcji biografii muzyka, jego bardzo cennej
tworczosci literackiej i muzycznej w kontekscie tragicznych wydarzen
historycznych sprzed stu lat. Mobilizujg do refleksji nad dziejami lite-
ratury i kultury, przez wieki niszczonej i przesladowanej. Mozemy mo-
wi¢ o misji, ktérg wypelniat zaréwno sam dyrygent, jak i jego egodo-
kumenty. Swiadectwa Koszyca pozostajg po stu latach nadal aktualne
w sensie intelektualnym, aksjologicznym, moralno-etycznym, a takze
ekumenicznym. Te dzienniki zdajg sie wciaz wyraziscie przypominac,
ostrzegac... Inspirujg do zastanowienia si¢ nad sensem stow lacinskiego
pisarza z I w. p.n.e. Publiliusza Syrusa: Falsum etiam est verbum, quod
constituit superior. — Fatsz jest rowniez prawdg, ktorg ustanowit ktos po-
tezniejszy.
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Onexcandp Kowuup i 1020 ujo0eHHUK
»3 nicHeto uepes ceim”

Pemakuis naykoBa Banentuna Co6onb

Onexcanpp Kommip (1875-1944), nupureHt, KOMIO3UTOP, €THOJIOL,
NMCbMEHHMK — OIVH i3 HaMBUJATHIIINX IIPECTaBHUKIB JPYyroi XBuIi
emirpanii go Kanagy Mi>KBO€HHOTO OBafguATUITTA y XX CTOJITTI, AKa
YBIlIITA O iCTOPII MiJj 3HAKOM KY/IbTYy KOPOTKOTPUBAJIOTO Yacy yKpa-
THChKOI He3amesxxHoCTi (1918-1920).

Xop nip xepiBHuiTBoM Kommus 3m06ys cnaBy me B Kuesi micns
BMKOHAaHHA TBOpiB Aprema Begmens, [Imurpa boprHAnCbKOrO, Ipn-
ropis Jlomakina, Onexkcangpa Kacranbcpkoro. Ane He Tinbkn. Yepes
TPy Ha CKpUIILi, Yepe3 TBOPYi KOHTAKTU 3 BUIATHUM KOMIIO3UTOPOM
Muxkomnoto JIucenkom (1842-1912) mo Kommmiis mpuitiyio 3axorvieH-
usa tBopamu Moseda Taiinna, @paniimka Illy6epra, Pobepra Illy-
MaHHa, Penikca Menpenbcona-bapronpai. Y 1919 poui Kommnup ctas
CIIiBOpraHisaTopoM Xopy Iifi Ha3Bow YkpaiHcbkoi Pecry6mikaHcbKoi
Kanenu, a BogHO4Yac ii iHTenmexTyanbHuM oneptaM. Y 1921 poni Ka-
Iesia posmnajnacs Ha Tpu rpymu. OfHa 3 HuX, Ha 4ori 3 Kommuiem, Bu-
ixama go ITonbi, me 6yno 3akmaseHo Ykpaincpkuit Hapogumit Xop.
Y 1921-1926 3 Tum konektuBoM Kommip Ak gupureHT Bifoys tournée
o €ppori (Icmmawmis, ®panuisd, benbris, HimMeuunna), a Takoxx Kaunapi,
[linivniit Ta IliBgenniit Amepnui (y Tomy uncni bpaswunis, Aprentusa,
Ypyrsaii, Mekcuka, Ky6a). CBit BinkpuBaB Kpacy YKpaiHCbKUX ITiCeHb,
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IAKYI0UM YOMY POCIIO 3aljikaBieHHA YKpaiHoto. B llIBerinapii MaecTpo
HIepeXXUB OCSISHHSA, IIOYYBA€TbCsI B Hebi, 60 31aBaB cobi cripaBy, 110
TO JIOMY BMIIa/Ia Y€CTb IIOKa3aTy CBIiTOBI JyIlly €BPOIENCHKOrO Hapo-
ny - ii Kpacy, cuiry, IpOCTOTY, ajle TAKO)X TaEMHUYICTb, fIKa Haragye
camy Ilpupony. ,A Bce TiIbKM [IAKYI0YM HAPOSHMM ITiCHAM , - TaK M-
caB IIPO BUCTYII X0py ppanuysbkuit Kputuk. Koposnesi Benbrii Takox
criofgo6aBcs KOHIEPT (Xxop ractpomoBaB y bproccerni Bif 8 ciuna mo
30 6epesnst 1920 poky), OffHAK BOHA CKa3asa, sIK PO Ije YUTAEMO B II10-
[eHHUKY i B CBiIYeHHSAX y4acHUKiB-oueBMALiB: ,,Ceplie MO€ Ha 6o
BAIIIOTO HAPOJY, ajle MU, MOHApX! — HeBIIbHMKM moymituku.... Horar-
k1 Kommus 3 bproccena e€ BpaxarouuM i NPOHUKIUBUM CUMBOJIOM
cBobonu cmoBa, criparu €sponn i nmpasan. 3 TpiymdanbHOro tournée
Kommnup He moBepHYBCA B YKpaiHy, He 3yCTPIiBCA 3 YOTMPMa CeCTpaMu
i1 YoTMpMa OpaTamy, 3 AKMMM €IHA/A T000B [0 MiCHI: B Till BeMUKii
ponuHi criBanu Bci. Big Toro wacy itoro pisnbHicTh i TBOpUicTb OyIa
3a6op0HeHa, 3HecC/aBJIeHa, 3a(1)anmeBaHa. ¥ 1922 poui xop Kommmua
BUDK/DKa€e o AMepuKy, TaM 3500yBae Iije O6ibIIy C/1aBy, HDK y EBpo-
ni. [Tpuromomumsmit ycrix B AMepuiti, AprenTusi, Ypyrsai, bpasu-
il He 3HeoxoTMB Kommis mo mjofieHHOI mparlji, IOCTifIHOTO BIOCKO-
HaJIeHHsA MMCTelTBa cliBy. HaBIaky, HEBTOMHO IIPaIl0BaB 3i CBOIM
MY3UYHUM KOJIEKTMBOM, IMPSAMYIOYN 10 OCATHEHHA HAMBUILOTO IIPO-
¢ecionaniamy xopucris. ¥ 1923-1924 pokax Xop YCIIIIHO KOHI[EPTYE
B Kanapi, Ky6i, Mekcuui, nHa ®nopuni i B Kanidopnil. Jocutp um-
CeNIbHi €ro-JoKyMeHTH, AK APYKOBaHi, TaK i pyKOIMCHi, BifHali/leHi
B. Cob6onp B apxisi moppyxxksa Onekcangpa i Tersuu Kommnnis
B Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Centre y Binninesi, mokasyiors
CTaHOBJIEHHA NMCbMEHHMIBKOro Xucty Kommiisa, iioro eBomolliio,
BOHI € HeOOXifHi /1A peKOHCTpyKuii 6iorpadil aBTOpa, 3HaYEHHS
VI pOJIi JIOTO JIiTepaTyPHOIL Ta My3MYHOI TBOPYOCTI B KOHTEKCTI JpaMa-
TUYHUX NOAiM 100 pokiB Tomy. KpiM TOro, BOHM MOK/IMKaHi CIIOHYKaTH
Ynrava 1o pedrekciit Hax icTopieto niTepaTypu i KyIbTypH, yIPOLOBXK
CTOJITh HMIIEHOI i mepecigyBanoi. Mo)keMo roBoputy, 6e3 CyMHiBY,
Ipo clieljiabHy AUIUIOMATUYHY MICil0, AKy BUKOHYBaB CaM JUPUTE€HT
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i3 XOpoM, J10TO [iANBHICTD Ta JIOT0 NiTepaTypHa cnafmnuHa. CBifdeHHA
Kommig, gakyioun iioro 1joJeHHMKOBI, aKTya/lbHi 3 6araTb0X TOYOK
30py B CEHCIi IHTe/IeKTya/IbHOMY, aKCi0/IOriYHOMY, MOPa/IbHO-ETUYHO-
My, eKyMeHiYHOMY. BBa>kaeTbcs, 10 caMe Bifi TOTO 4acy Belle CBOIO
icTopito KynbTypHa pumuiomartia YKpainm. IIJofeHHMKOBI HOTaTKN
3[JaTHi HarajlyBaTu i octepiratu. BoHy iHCIipyIoTh O OCATHEHHA ITIN-
OMHHOTO CEHCY C/1iB TATMHCHKOTO MVICbMEHHMKa 1 cTomnmiTTA H.e. [Ty6mi-
niyma Cupyca: ,Falsum etiam est verbum, quod constituit superior”.



PE3IOME
Anexcandp Kowuy, u e2o OHe8HUK
»C necneii no ceemy”

Hayunas pegaxius Banentuna Co6onpb

Anexcannp Komm (1875-1944), mmpuoxep, KOMIIO3UTOP, STHOJIOL,
HIICaTe/Ib-MeMYapIUCT — OAVMH 13 Haynboree BBITAIONINXCA IIPefCcTaBuU-
Tejiell BTOPOJ BOJIHBI SMUTPALVM MEXJYBOECHHOTO IBafLIATV/ICTISI
B XX Beke, KOTOpas BOIIA B MCTOPUIO IIOf, 3HAKOM Ky/IbTa KPaTKoO-
BPEMEHHOII YKpanHCKolt He3aBucumocTn (1918-1920). Xop mox pyxo-
BopcTBoM Komniia saBoesasn caBy ele B Kuese moce McCIonHeHNA
npoussefiennit Aprema Bepensd, [murpa bopTtHAHCBbKOTO, Ipnropusa
JlomaknHa, Anexcanppa Kacranbcbkoro. brarogapsa urpe Ha ckpunke
Y TBOPYECKMM KOHTAKTaM C BBIJAIOIMMCA KOMIIo3uTopoM Huxomaem
JIpicenko (1842-1912) k Komuny npumuio yBiedeHne Ipou3BefieHN-
avu [03eda laiinna, @panna Illy6epra, Pobepra lllymanna, Penmkca
MenpenbcoHa-baptonbau. B 1919 rogy Kommni cranoBUTCA coopraHu-
3aTOPOM XOpPOBOIO KOJ/UIEKTMBA IIOJ, Ha3BaHMeM YKpauHckas Pecmy-
6mmkanckas Kanemra, a OffHOBpEeMEHHO €ro MHTE/UIeKTYa/lIbHON OIIo-
poit. B 1921 roxy xop pacnapaercs Ha Tpu rpynmnsl. OfgHa U3 HUX, BO
rnase ¢ Kommunem, Bolexana B [lonpiry, roe 6bLT OCHOBAaH YkpanHckuit
Hapopupii Xop. B 1921-1926 ropax ¢ 3TuM KoimnekTuBoM Koy
B poyu fupKepa coBepiun tournée o Espore (Vicnanms, @pannns,
Benbrus, lepmanns), a Takke Kanane, CeBepHoit u FO>xHOIT AMepuke
(B ToM umcne bpaswnus, AprentuHa, Ypyrsait, Mekcuka, Ky6a). Mup
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OTKPBIBA/I KPACOTY YKPAMHCKVIX HAPOJHBIX IIeCeH, O/1arofiaps 4eMy poc
uHTepec K Ykpause. B IlIBeliapum MascTpo IepeXUBAET O3apeHNe,
4yBCTBYeT ceOs Kak B Hebe, 0CO3HaBasI, YTO TO €MY BBIIIAJIa YeCTb I10-
Ka3aTb MUPY AYIIY YKPAaMHCKOTO HAapOJia — e KPacoTy, CUIIY, IIPOCTOTY,
HO TaK)Ke TaMHCTBEHHOCTbD, IIpUIIOMIHaLyIo camy Ilpupony. ,, A Bce
TOJIBKO O71arofiapsi HAPOAHBIM IeCHAM  — TaK IMCal O KOHIepTe PppaH-
nysckuil Kputuk. Koponese benbrum To>ke o4eHb IMOHpPABUIICA KOH-
1eptT (xop racrponuposai B bproccene ot 8 stuBaps o 30 mapra 1920
rojia), HO OHa CKa3aja, Kak 00 9TOM unuTaeM 1 B AHeBHMKe Kommia,
U B BOCIIOHMMAaHMAX 04eBUALEB: ,,Cepalle MOe Ha CTOPOHE Balllero Ha-
POZia, HO MBI, MOHApX¥ — HEBOJIHVKY MTOTIUTUKIN. ..

I HeBHUKOBbBIe 3anycy Kommia ¢ bproccenst BOCHpMHMMAIOTCA Kak
CUMBOJI CBOOOJIBI CTI0BA, >ka/ipl EBpomnsl u npassl. C TpuyMdanbHO-
ro tournée Kommui, He BepHy/cs B YKpauHy. C TOro BpeMeHM ero TBOp-
4eCTBO U IIPaBJia O AESTe/IbHOCTY ObIIM 3aIpeleHbl, IIOKPBITHI Hec/Ia-
BOI1 1 (hasIbLIbIO.

B 1922 rony xop Kommia BblesykaeT B AMepUKYy, I7fie ero HacTHUra-
eT c/aBa elle 0ojee 3HaUMTeNbHAsA, YeM B EBpore. OuienoMuTenbHblil
ycnex B AMepuke, ApreHTuHe, Ypyrsae, bpasumuu He youn notpe6Ho-
CTU €KeJHEBHOJ PabOThI, IOCTOSHHOIO COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHNUSA MCKYC-
CTBA VCIIOHEHN IeceH. PyKoBOfuTeIb XOpa HEYCTAHHO paboTas co
CBOVM MY3BIKAaJIbHBIM KO/UIEKTUBOM, CTPEMsSICh HOCTUYDb HAUBBICIIETO
npodeccuoHaa3Ma XOPUCTOB.

B 1923-1924 ropax xop ycremHo KoHuepTtupyer B Kanage, Kybe,
Mexkcuxe, Ha @ropupe u B Kamudopaun. [locTaTOYHO YMCTEeHHBIE 3T0-
TOKYMEHTBHI, IIIICbMa — KaK U3JJaHHbIe, TaK ¥ PYKOIIUCHbIE, C KOTOPBIMU
pabotana B. Co6ornb B apxuBe cynpyros Anekcanapa u Tarbsubl Ko-
iy, B Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Centre B Bunaumnere — no-
Ka3bIBAIOT CTAHOBJIEHME /IMTepaTypHoro TananTa Komna, ero aposto-
I[VII0, OHU BYKHBI /11 peKOHCTPYKIUY Ouorpadui aBTopa, 0CO3HAHM
3HAYEHNs U PONM €To IICATENbCKOTO, a He TOIBKO MY3bIKaJTbHOTO Ha-
Cefysi B KOHTEKCTE ApaMMaTUYeCKUX COOBITUII CTO/IETHE JAaBHOCTH,
aKTya/IbHBIX B HauM gHU. KpoMe Toro, oHM MHCOUPYIOT K pedieKcun
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HaJl MICTOPYEN KY/IbTYPBI U IUTEPATypPbl, BeKaMy IpeciefyeMoi 1 3a-
nperjaeMoit. Mo>)XHO 6e3 COMHEHVSI TOBOPUTD O CIeI{Ma/IbHOI MUCCUIA,
KOTOPYIO BBIITOTHII XOP Vi CaM IUPVDKEP, er0 AesITe/IbHOCTD U HaCTIefle.
Cauperenbcta Kommiga, 6marofapsi CoOxpaHeHHBIM 3T0-[JOKYMEHTaM,
aKTYaJIbHBI 3 MHOTUX TOYEK 3PEHNA — B CMBIC/IE MHTE/IEKTYaIbHOM,
aKCHOJIOTMYECKOM, MOPa/IbHO-9TUYEeCKOM, 9KyMeHrdeckoM. Cuantaer-
Cs1, YTO MIMEHHO C TOTO BpeMeHM — BpeMmeHn Kominia 1 ero xopa — Be-
IeT CBOIO VICTOPUIO KY/IbTypHas AUIUIOMATHA YKpauHbl. [JHeBHIKOBBIE
CBUJIETE/IbCTBA CIIOCOOHBI HAIOMUHATD ¥ OCTEPEraTh, OHYM MHCIMPH-
PYIOT OCO3HATh CMBICTI C/IOB JIATMHCKOTO nucartens I B. H.9. [Ty6mmmny-
mwa Cupyca: Falsum etiam est verbum, quod constituit superior.



SUMMARY

Alexander Koshetz and his diary
“With a song around the world”

Edited by Walentyna Sobol

Alexander Koshetz (1875-1944) - a conductor, composer, ethnologist, me-
moir writer — is one of the most outstanding representatives of the so-called
second wave of Ukrainian immigration to Canada in the interwar period of
the twentieth century, which became marked in history as the period of the
cult of Ukraine’s short independence (1918-1920).

Koshetz’s musical ensemble became famous while still in Kiev after per-
forming the works of Artem Vedel, Dmytro Bortniansky, Hryhoriy Lomakin
and Alexander Kastalski. Thanks to his close contacts with the eminent
composer Mykola Lysenko (1842-1912), Koshetz became fascinated with
the works of Joseph Haydn, Franz Schubert, Robert Schumann and Felix
Mendelssohn Bartholdy.

In 1919, Koshetz became one of the organizers of the Ukrainian Repu-
blic Capella and provided it with intellectual support. In 1921, the Capella
split up into three ensembles. One of them, led by Koshetz, left for Poland,
where the Ukrainian National Choir was founded. In the years 1921-1926,
Koshetz as a conductor and the choir toured Europe (Spain, France, Bel-
gium, Germany), and the Americas (including Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay,
Mexico and Cuba). The musical word discovered the beauty of Ukrainian
songs, which contributed the growth of interest in Ukraine. In Switzerland,
the maestro experienced a revelation, he felt “rapturous” because he reali-
zed that he had the honour of showing the soul of the enslaved nation to
the world - its charm, power, simplicity, but also mystery. “And all this only
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thanks to folk songs”, wrote a French critic about the band’s performance.
Queen of Belgium also enjoyed the concert (the ensemble performed in
Brussels from January 8 to March 30, 1920), but we can read in the journal
that she said: “My sympathy is completely on the side of your nation, [...]
but we monarchs, we are hostages to politics..”

Koshetz’s notes from Brussels, written in these dramatic times, are a real
and very insightful symbol of freedom of speech, longing for Europe and
truth. From the triumphant tour, Koshetz did not return to Ukraine under
Soviet rule. Since then, his works, and even mentioning them, have been
forbidden, slandered, falsified.

In 1922, Koshetz left for America, where he became even more popular
than in Europe. Stunning successes in the United States, Argentina, Uru-
guay and Brazil did not discourage him from perfecting his art, everyday
work, and rehearsals. On the contrary, he constantly worked with the en-
semble and strove to achieve the highest professionalism of the choristers.
In 1923-1924, Koshetz and his choir gave very successful concerts in Cana-
da, Cuba, Mexico, Florida and California.

Quite numerous ego-documents, both published and manuscript ver-
sions, found by the author of the book in the archives of Mr Alexander and
Mrs Tetyana Koshetz in the Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Centre,
Winnipeg, reveal Koshetz’s writing skills and their evolution. They are ne-
cessary to reconstruct the musician’s biography, his valuable literary and
musical works with regard to the tragic historical events which happened
a hundred years ago. The documents invite the reader to reflect on the hi-
story of literature and culture destroyed and persecuted for ages. We can
talk about the mission that both the conductor himself and his ego-docu-
ments fulfilled. One hundred years later, Koshetz’s testimonies still remain
relevant in the intellectual, axiological, moral and ethical as well as ecume-
nical sense. These diaries seem to serve as a reminder and warning... They
inspire thinking about the meaning of the words of Publilius Syrus, a Latin
writer from the 1st century BC: Falsum etiam est verbum, quod constituit
superior. — False becomes true when the heavy hitter decides it is.

Transl. Izabela Slusarek
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