The Ethnic Policy
of the Czechoslovak State Toward Cieszyn Silesia
in the Years 1920—1938

Summary

Cieszyn Silesia is one of the regions in Central Eastern Europe which, after the fall of the
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and due to their ethnic structure as well as economic and strategic
importance, became the subject of the dispute between newly formed national states. As the result
of its division in 1920 between Poland and Czechoslovakia, numerous coal mines, steel industry
and the railway line linking Czech lands with Slovakia belonged to the territory of the latter.
The integration of the region inhabited by the Poles who were hostile towards new authorities
was a serious challenge to the state. The Germans, who were smaller in numbers, dominated the
economic life of the region.

This monography, based to a large extent on the archival legacy of the Czech government
and lower-level institutions, shows the scale of the actions undertaken by the state administration.
They were meant to strengthen the position of the Czech nation at the expense of minorities in
different areas of social and economic life: education, census, local government, parliamentary
elections, agricultural reform, religious issues, personal policies in state offices and institutions, on
the railways, at the post offices, in forests, state lands and private industrial companies.

Among Czech civil servants of all levels a general consensus existed over the policy concern-
ing ethnic minorities: in their case, the policy incompatible with the officially declared equality
before the law of all citizens was acceptable. The undertaken actions were not a specific feature of
Czechoslovakia but characteristic of all Central Eastern Europe in the interwar period. Czecho-
slovakia at that time is seen as a country which distinguished itself in the region because of its
democratic values and tolerant attitude towards its numerous ethnic minorities. Liberal laws gave
the minorities extensive rights over education, language, freedom of association and cultivating
their own culture. Although state authorities officially denied discriminating ethnic minorities,
this monography shows that at least in the case of Cieszyn Silesia the situation was different.
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Narodnostni politika ceskoslovenského statu
v Tésinském Slezsku v letech 1920—-1938

Shrnuti

Tesinské Slezsko patii k regiontim stiedovychodni Evropy, které po padu rakousko-uherské
fiSe, vzhledem ke své etnické strukture a hospodafskému a strategickému vyznamu, se staly pred-
métem sporu mezi nové vytvofenymi narodnimi staty Polskem a Ceskoslovenskem. Nasledkem
rozdé&leni izemi v roce 1920, Ceskoslovensko ziskalo &etné kamenouhelné doly, Zelezérny v T¥inci
a Kosicko-bohuminskou drahu, spojujici ¢eské zemé ze Slovenskem. Integrace izemi s pocetnym
polskym obyvatelstvem, které vnimalo novou situaci jako nespravedlnost, bylo zasadni vyzvou
pro statni spravu. Predstavitelé méné pocetného némeckého obyvatelstva zastavali klicové posty
ve vefejném a hospodafském Zivoté.

Nynéjsi monografie se v podstatné mite zaklada o dosud vétSinou nevyuzité archivni materialy
Ceskoslovenskych vladnich organ@i a tradd na regionalni Grovni, jejichZ obsahem je Siroka skala
zasahl statni spravy. Tyto zasahy mély za kol upevnit pozice predstaviteli ceské narodnosti na
ukor mensin v riiznych oblastech spoleCenského a hospodarského Zivota: v oblasti $kolstvi, s¢itan{
lidu, obecni samospravy, parlamentnich voleb, pozemkové reformy, ndbozenskych denominaci,
personalni politiky ve statnich Gfadech a institucich, na Zeleznici, na postich, ve statnich lesich
a statcich a prevazné soukromych priimyslovych podnicich.

Mezi Gfedniky Ceskoslovenského statu na vSech stupnich statni spravy lze zpozorovat konsens,
Ze vi¢i narodnostnim mensinam postupy stojici v rozporu s verejné deklarovanou rovnosti obcant
jsou pripustné. Tento druh politiky nebyl ¢eskoslovenskou specifikou, ale byl charakteristicky pro
celou sttedovychodni Evropu mezivéle¢ného obdobi. Prvni Ceskoslovenska republika byla vniména
jako stat, ktery se 1isi od jinych statl regionu svym demokratickym a tolerantnim pfistupem ke
svym pocCetnym narodnostnim mensinam. Liberalni zdkonodarstvi nabizelo mensindm Siroka prava
v oblasti §kolstvi, jazykovych otazek, sdruzovani a kulturniho vyziti. I kdyz statni sprava oficialné
odmitala natféeni z diskriminace mensin, nynéj$i monografie ukazuje, Ze pfinejmensim v piistupu
k Tésinskému Slezsku, to bylo jinak.
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